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he may see some new significance in our experience, not noticed
by others. Novelty, therefore, does not mean that the philosopher
will not be an advaitin, a dvaitin, etc., but some new one. This
misconception about originality in philosophy, prevalent among
some in India, has to be cleared. Originality lies in the discovery
of a new method of approach to our problems, and also in the
application of some old methods or principles to some new prob-
lems. There is large scope for the latter kind of work in India,
because our ancient philosophers left out such work, which may
be done now. For this purpose, the underlying principles of our
philosophy should be definitely grasped. The direction of our
ancient thought should be carefully noted.
We get what we call moral philosophy, social philosophy, etc,,
when the metaphysical principle is reflected in our moral and
social experience. The ancient use of the idea of God may or may
not be retained. But the method of argument should be trans-
ferred. The use of the same method for interpreting all phases of
our experience gives the latter a unity, and we shall have a
philosophy comprehending the whole of it.
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Indian philosophy is neither socialistic nor individualistic. Even
as religion, it did not identify itself either with the~<S2pitaIist or
the labourer. The Indian philosopher of ancient days had no
vested interests. He belonged to that privileged class which
possessed no property and was satisfied with the bare necessities
of life. He had little contact with society. It was probably for this
reason that he did not give a social or political philosophy.
However, with his philosophy both the prince and the servant
were satisfied. But times have changed; and such philosophers
are very hard to find. The modern philosopher is forcibly dragged
into the current of social life, in which politics and economics are
playing more and more important roles. He can hardly remain a
passive spectator of it now. His reflections therefore should not
merely be confined to the relation between God and man, but
cover that between man and society as well. It is not necessary
that he should be a socialist or an imperialist. He may frame liis
own theory in the light of his traditions and modern examples. It
should not be forgotten that Indian philosophy developed, so far
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